
David and Graeme Preach Week 3 – Outrageous Forgiveness 

1. David Intro  

  - context from verses 1 and 2  

 Audience  - * Sinners and tax collectors (traitors, greedy, personal 
    wealth … bottom of the barrel) 

    NB: Tax collectors NOT VICTIMS 

    NB: Jesus hangs and eats with these types  

    * Pharisees (elite, self-righteous, top of the heap)  

    (e.g. they love the best places at feasts, the best seats  
    in the synagogues, greetings in the market places and  
    to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’ )  

13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the 

kingdom of heaven [a]from [b]people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you 

allow those who are entering to go in. 14 [[c]Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites, because you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence you make long 

prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation.] 

15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea 

and land to make one [d]proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as 

much a son of [e]hell as yourselves. 

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 

and [t]cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and 

mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without 

neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a 

camel! 

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the 

cup and of the dish, but inside they are full [u]of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 You 

blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of 

it may become clean also. 

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 

tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s 

bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but 

inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the 

prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 30 and say, ‘If we had 
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been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them 

in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 

 Two extremes  KOG ________________ Pharisees (children of hell) 

    World _______________ Tax Collectors   
      (traitors, hated by Jews, Roman stooges) 

 NB: Jesus doesn’t criticize tax collectors ??????????? 

Why not say “Woe to you tax collectors, you have betrayed your people, stolen 
from the poor , Woe to you tax collectors enriched yourselves at the expense 
of house of God , your fat with the sweat and tears of yours kins folk and  woe 
to you tax collectors sided with the Roman enemy “ 

NB: Both Pharisees and Tax collectors exploit their positions of power  

Q. Why is it so???   

PRIDE?? – DMc , ______________ GH 

 

Prelude: (Preparation, softening up)  

 Lost sheep …...   owner drops everything = signifies great value placed 
    in the ONE 

 Lost Coin ……  “” “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “”   

Draws them in (pharisees and tax collectors) 

What man of you having 100 sheep…. 

What woman of you having 12 silver coins…  

Both parables >> owner drops everything – signifies great value in a lost sheep 
or coin. 

 Lost Son ……  waits and gives everything  

• Engage Graeme – Your thoughts ??? 
 

(Graeme) Yes, well Dave – in a recent coffee conversation, I heard you trying to 
align  

The younger son   (with how tax collectors are viewed and respond??)  

The Older brother   (with how the pharisee’s operate??) 



And the Father   (God)  

G = but in thinking about the context stories for the Prodigal from Luke 15 
about lost sheep and coins – I reflected on this recently  

   Sheep, foolish behaviour, silly decisions    

(Dave = ACCEPT) 

    Coin, lost through no fault of its own, involuntary,  
   inadvertent     

(Dave = GIVE) 

    Son, deliberate, rebellious, pre-meditated  

(Dave = ASK 

 Could Jesus be giving us three examples of ‘lostness’ to show us there  
is no sin (or way of sinning) that is beyond forgiveness?  
 
(We can talk at length about blaspheming the HS another time)  

 

2. Graeme reviews Julie message re. younger son 

Julie rightly noted    = the son ‘came to himself’ i.e. to his senses, 
felt remorse, responded repentantly and sought reconciliation WITHOUT 
DEMAND (that’s a practical, kingdom of heaven response to flagrant sin right 
there) – I could then connect that idea to the difference you raised about the 
Son being like tax collectors (who know they are hated and all about worldly 
possessions – so they need to throw themselves at God’s mercy ) and 
pharisees (like the older brother and Caiaphas – even like Nicodemus who was 
on a journey towards a softer heart) BUT like all pharisees need to be 
completely convinced by someone with status who ‘deserves’ to be part of the 
conversation BEFORE they would ever consider shifting position or humbly 
submitting to even consider they NEED to be forgiven.  

Julie talked about what the weight of unforgiveness does to a person – as I 
listened to her excellent reflection, I heard a whole bunch of bullet points that 
were like practical application GOLD  

EG -  She asked us the question ………   Are you’re carrying hurt, pain, anger or 
bitterness against someone? It’s an indication that you’re holding 
unforgiveness towards them. 



Maybe it’s not just about forgiving someone else. Do you need to forgive 
yourself? We can really beat ourselves up over things but God doesn’t treat us 
that way. He doesn’t want us to do that to ourselves either. 
 
Julie then asked, Do you need to forgive God?    
 
(David Challenges this)   
 
We can hold God to a standard when he doesn’t do what we expect or think 
He should do. We can get mad at God. 
We may have questions like - where were you when this happened? Why 
didn’t you protect me? 
These are difficult questions for us, but not too hard for God. 
It’s time to let it go. 
 
I’m wondering if this summary indicates some of the tormented self evaluation 
that the prodigal son went through whilst at the bottom of the self-respect 
barrel. = which brought him to a bargaining point with God, and a plan within 
his heart that he would feel was an appropriate way back to wholeness ….  
 
(I have a story about 2 young guys at one of our youth camps – takes a minute 
or two, we can check the time for all this which will be crucial)  
 
Finally though, Julie raised the sorts of questions and issues about fairness and 
justice and the role of Grace FOR US but we can explore these a bit further as 
we focus on the Older Brother and start to see the impact our inner battles can 
have on others we are connected to – hand back to David  
 

3. David works through verses 25-27 and raises the issue of justice (and 
impact for others as a result of SELF focus and exaltation)  

 a) Broken =  Younger Son has broken the family, ripped large portions of 
   the families’ wealth out and broken his Father’s heart  

 b) Music and Dancing  is all well again = joy has returned 

 c) Confusion  What could be happening?  

 

 Servant =  Brother home, safe and sound, was lost but now is 
 found. Fatted calf, best robe and ring on finger.  



  

e) Reacts big time -Anger (older brother)  - My resources being wasted 

     - Irrational, so much pain caused by younger 
       brother 

     - It’s not fair, he’s not worth it 

     - Where’s the justice ???  

     - we can’t just let this guy off the hook?  

     OUTRAGEOUS Mad, upset, the bucket has been 
kicked and the true self is coming out.  

NB: Seems like a legitimate response – what about JUSTICE?  

NOTE: Reaction ( Devil or God) , Sanctification – exposes what is inside us, 
brings sin nature into the light. 

GH – Thoughts?? 

4. Graeme takes the question into verse 28  

Well David, the Important Question that you have raised there is what about 
Justice???  

Firstly, God values above most things, humility that leads to obedience (and 
when things go astray) this is a strong foundation for repentance and 
forgiveness ……. The lack of humility that leads to obedience in all our lives is a 
key reason we battle with repentance and forgiveness.  

Let me unpack this a bit by referring to our story.  

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So, his father went 
out and pleaded with him. 

The fact that the Father PLEADS with his older son, is a KEY to outrageous 
forgiveness and a primary indicator about HOW God wants justice to work. ……   

The Father pleaded with his older son because he wanted him to take a step 
back and see the bigger picture, but the older brother was looking for a justice 
that fitted HIS NARROW VIEW PLANE …… can we identify with that?  

But true justice is MUCH BIGGER than something that can happen in our own 
limited viewing screen. How many times in life have you and I made a 
reasonably wise judgement about a person or situation, and we used the 
explanation that we made it based upon all the knowledge that was available 



to us – only to find out down the track that there were numerous other factors 
and our judgement was skewed or incomplete.  

There’s no question, the more we see things from another’s perspective, the 
more we are shown how our reactions or responses impact people and 
situations BEYOND our spheres – THE MORE WE WILL FIND FREEDOM AND 
RELEASE FROM THE THINGS THAT BIND US …… remember, it’s these keys, 
these kingdom strategies that Jesus says will release us on earth as it is in 
heaven.   

The Father was pleading with His son because his view was the widest,        He 
could see all that was happening ….. he wanted his son to leave the judgement 
and any pronouncement of justice to Him and Him alone  

The Father’s justice was 100% judgement/justice/fairness AND 100% 
love/forgiveness/grace and mercy  (pause and reflect on that)  

This is why Jesus says in John 12 to leave the issue of justice and judgement to 
God ….   

42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But 
because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for 
fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise 
more than praise from God. 
44 Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, 
but in the one who sent me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who 
sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in 
me should stay in darkness. 
47 “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that 
person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 There is 
a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very 
words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak 
on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have 
spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is 
just what the Father has told me to say.” 
 

 Of course, from a human perspective, you and I are never satisfied with 
important things like justice being taken out of our hands, out of our control, 
and God knows this all too well.  

God gave us free will and so He has built in us, a way for us to assuage OR 
lessen the intensity of our deep need (or what we would say is our right??? ) to 
allow us to play SOME role in our forgiveness; some of which we have already 



addressed like, the need to forgive the offender, the need to forgive others 
who have inadvertently played a part in hurting us, the need to forgive God for 
not keeping his promises (we think), the need to forgive ourselves OR reject all 
of the above as that is our free-will choice.    

(Dave) NB: Forgiveness is the only way the find release from vile resentment, 
anger and victimhood from past trauma.  (chose not to explore this week)  

(Graeme) Well, the reactions of the two sons inform us about this as they both 
fall into this human response framework that I’ve been describing   

 The Younger was prepared to work to pay back and be cut off as a Son 

 The Older Brother Refuses – to join party, bitter, and his Father’s heart 
 is about to be broken a second time  

(To Dave) Show us how Jesus adds some colour to this in the picture He is 
painting    

5. David journeys through verses 29-30  

 Never –  transgressed, served all these years for nothing??   
   Concern only for what he can get out of the Father  

 Son of Yours –  scorn, bitterness, dis-ownership (not my issue) ,  
    lots of un-grace 

 Q who relates to the older brother?   

 Notes: good life (like self-righteousness) can blind just as extremely as 
 rebellion (pendulum)  

 Truth, Rev 3:7 Laodicean principle  “I am rich and need nothing >>>>   
  poor, wretched, blind, pitiful, naked ……                                     
 Older son … does he ever repent??  

If no repentance then >>>He will carry the hellish, vile and massively  
uncomfortable weight of unforgiveness for the rest of his life  

Graeme >>> Bring us home  

6. Graeme wraps up by asking some questions, making some practical 
 reflections on verses 31-32  

Well David … I believe that repentance is a key tool that God gives us to enable 
us to play a role in ours and others forgiveness. It is a key to loosing on earth 
what is loosed in heaven. It’s true as you say, a lack of repentance within us 



CAN absolutely leave us in a hellish desert of unforgiveness BUT, here is the 
paradox of outrageous forgiveness.  

As you suggest, We don’t know from the story if the son ever repents but 
here’s what we do know from the story, the Father ALWAYS forgives.  

Hear the words of verse 31 …..  

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

ALWAYS and IS ………….. past, present and continuous ……. God is Yahweh, the 
great ‘I am’ (always present and continuous) He is the yesterday, today and 
forever, He is the alpha AND the omega  

I am going to hold up there, as I want to address this primary issue with regard 
to outrageous forgiveness with more context when we wrap up our series 
NEXT WEEK.  


