
Outrageous Forgiveness - The Prodigal Son 
 
We all understand what forgiveness is – someone hurts us in some way 
 
Some things are easier to forgive than others. That depends on the individual.  
There are things that push my buttons that don’t push yours and vice versa. 
 
We’re talking about outrageous forgiveness, which is  
 
Forgiveness that’s not deserved or earned.  
It’s forgiveness that’s not dependent on whether the other person is sorry or 
not and it’s forgiveness that is hard, that is a process and takes commitment 
 
But when we exercise outrageous forgiveness it will bring a freedom, a release, 
and the ability to move forward into the life we are meant to live 
 
Holding onto unforgiveness affects our overall wellbeing 
We can become physically ill, emotionally fragile and we can become bitter 
and resentful. As a result, we can treat people poorly and make bad life 
choices 
 
Unforgiveness is a weight we carry with us which affects us in very negative 
ways - We were not designed to hold onto unforgiveness 
 
To forgive someone can be a very difficult thing to do. After all the pain we feel 
is very real 
We can feel that they don’t deserve our forgiveness. We want them to feel the 
same hurt and pain that we feel.  
We feel that if we forgive them, we’re letting them off the hook 
Forgiveness doesn’t feel fair 
 
Please read Luke 15:11-24 - The story of the prodigal son 
This young man was rebellious and in the culture of the day deserved to be 
stoned to death 
When he asked for his inheritance, he was essentially disowning his father 
turning his back on everything his father represented 
We can imagine that the father was very hurt, and his heart would have been 
broken 
He took the money and went far away to a distant country where nobody 
knew him or knew what he’d done. There he squandered his wealth on wild 



living as he lived a selfish life, focused entirely on himself with no thoughts of 
how he hurt his father. 
 
Have you been hurt by a rebellious child?  
Have you felt unappreciated and overlooked? Maybe it was a family member, 
your boss or a co-worker. Even a friend. 
Maybe you’ve done something like that to someone else 
 
Our behaviour can affect others and we can feel that same hurt or pain as the 
father in the parable, or we can cause that same hurt or pain to others. 
 
What happened to prodigal son? He chose a life of sin and sin demanded a 
price which he had to pay. 
With his wealth gone and a famine in the land he hired himself out to feed 
pigs. He received slave wages and didn’t have enough to feed himself. 
 
To the Jewish listeners, looking after pigs meant that he’d turned his back on 
God. They would see this young man as very wicked and beyond the 
forgiveness of God and his father 
 
When this young man hit rock bottom he finally came to his senses, 
recognising he would have food to eat at his father’s house.  He had come to 
understand that he had sinned against God and his father. 
He understood that he had given up all rights to sonship but if he offered 
himself to his father as a hired hand, he could prove to his father that he’d 
turned over a new leaf. 
He returned home a truly humble young man, acknowledging his sin against 
God and his father and offering himself as a hired hand. 
 
To the listening Jews the father should have rejected him, throwing him back 
out on the street. Instead the father reacted in a way that, particularly to the 
religious Jews, was outrageous in a very, very bad way. 
The father ran to him, hugged him, honoured him, restored him and forgave 
him. His father forgave him with no strings attached and even before he knew 
whether his son had proven himself. 
The son didn’t deserve his father’s forgiveness. Even by our standards. 
The father offered him what we Christians call grace.  
 
For the religious Jews – they had no understanding of grace. They would have 
wanted justice to be done. To give him what he deserves. 



Grace and justice don’t go together. 
To the religious Jews the prodigal son didn’t get what he deserved and it 
wasn’t fair. 
At times, to forgive someone doesn’t seem fair. When someone hurts us, that 
pain makes us want to hurt back. We want to make them suffer as we’re 
suffering. 
 
But grace is not just about getting or giving what isn’t deserved. Grace has a 
power that is able to break the hold that the offense has over us. Grace is 
infused with inherent, divine power, God’s love, the most powerful force in the 
world 
 
Are you’re carrying hurt, pain, anger or bitterness against someone? It’s an 
indication that you’re holding unforgiveness towards them. 
Maybe it’s not just about forgiving someone else. Do you need to forgive 
yourself? We can really beat ourselves up over things but God doesn’t treat us 
that way. He doesn’t want us to do that to ourselves either. 
 
Do you need to forgive God?  
We can hold God to a standard when he doesn’t do what we expect or think 
He should do. We can get mad at God. 
We may have questions like - where were you when this happened? Why 
didn’t you protect me? 
These are difficult questions for us, but not too hard for God. 
 
It’s time to let it go. 
You were not made to carry that unforgiveness with you.  
Unforgiveness is holding you back from walking in all God has for you 
 
Ephesians 2:10 (amplified version) tells us that God has a good plan for your 
life designed by God with works that he has for you to accomplish 
Holding on to unforgiveness hardens our heart and puts a barrier between us 
and God 
It’s time to get serious with God and deal with it. Grace is readily available to 
you. 
Holding onto unforgiveness is a sin. Our first step needs to be to ask God to 
forgive us for that sin 
 
James 4:6 God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble 



We come before God with humble hearts, recognising how undeserving we are 
of God’s forgiveness. As he gives His forgiveness to us freely, with no strings 
attached, we are then able to extend that grace to others. 
 
Forgiveness begins with a decision but often involves a process 
 
Matthew 18:21,22 says it this way 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven times 

In other words – as often as it takes. It’s a process. 

It’s a difficult process at times. That’s why we want to come alongside you in 
your journey. 

If you need prayer, or coffee and a chat we want to make ourselves available 
to you. Either connect with someone you know and trust or email us at 
secretary@corrimalcommunitychurch.com.au and someone will get back to 
you 

We want you to be successful in your journey  
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